[image: image1.jpg]



2

Drug Monograph

	Drug/Drug Class:
	Triaz (benzoyl peroxide) 6% Medicated Pads / Antibacterial Agent

	
	

	Prepared for:
	Missouri Medicaid

	Prepared by:
	Heritage Information Systems, Inc.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New Criteria


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revision of Existing Criteria

Executive Summary 

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this monograph is to provide a review of new therapy to determine whether the reviewed drug should be made available on an open access basis to prescribers, or require prior authorization for use. 

	
	

	
	

	Dosage Forms & Manufacturer:
	Each medicated pad contains benzoyl peroxide 6%.

Medicis Pharmaceutical Co., Scottsdale, AZ 85258  

	
	

	
	

	Summary of Findings:
	This a new dosage form for benzoyl peroxide and is currently the only benzoyl peroxide medicated pad available.  The division recommends open access for this product.
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Purpose

The purpose of this monograph is to provide a review of new therapy to determine whether the reviewed drug should be considered a prior authorization drug or not (open access). While prescription expenditures are increasing at double-digit rates, payors are evaluating ways to control these costs by influencing prescriber behavior and guide appropriate medication usage. This review will assist in the achievement of qualitative and economic goals related to health care resource utilization. Restricting the use of certain medications can reduce costs by requiring documentation of appropriate indications for use, and where appropriate, encourage the use of less expensive agents within a drug class.

Introduction

Benzoyl peroxide is the most frequently used topical preparation for acne.  It can be found as a gel, liquid, lotion, cream, wash, cleanser, mask and now pads.  

Dosage Form(s)

Each medicated pad contains benzoyl peroxide 6%.

Manufacturer
Medicis Pharmaceutical Co., Scottsdale, AZ 85258

Indication(s) 1-9
Triaz is indicated for treatment of acne vulgaris.  Although not FDA approved indications, benzoyl peroxide has been shown to effectively treat dermal ulcers, seborrheic dermatitis, surgical wounds, tinea pedis, and tinea versicolor

Clinical Efficacy 1,5,8,10,11-17 (mechanism of action/pharmacology, comparative efficacy)
Benzoyl peroxide is an antibacterial, mildly comedolytic, and sebostatic agent.  It exerts its antimicrobial action in the follicles and possesses bactericidal action against Propionbacterium acnes and Staphylococcus epidermidis.  This activity is presumed due to release of active or free-radical oxygen capable of oxidizing bacterial proteins; resolution of acne coincides with reduction in Propionbacterium acnes and of free fatty acids on the surface of the skin.  The effect of benzoyl peroxide on wound healing, including cutaneous ulcers, may be due to bactericidal or microbicidal action, debridement, granulation stimulation, and hyperbaric oxygenation.  Benzoyl peroxide is as efficacious as azelaic acid 20%.  A combination of 1% clindamycin/5% benzoyl peroxide is more effective than either of the agents separately.  A combination of erythromycin 3% and benzoyl peroxide 5% is more effective than Erythromycin 4% with Zinc 1.2% solution.  Isotretinoin is as efficacious as benzoyl peroxide.  Benzoyl Peroxide is more efficacious than topical meclocycline.  Benzoyl peroxide is equally efficacious as topical tetracycline and is equally efficacious as oral oxytetracycline. 

Adverse Effects 1 

DERMATOLOGIC EFFECTS: Skin contact causes primary and sensitization dermatitis.  Moderate Erythema and edema have followed topical exposure to 10% solutions.  CONTACT DERMATITIS: Contact dermatitis including moderate Erythema, irritation and edema have followed topical exposure to 10% solutions.  Allergic reactions and contact sensitization dermatitis may occur.  EXFOLIATIVE DERMATITIS: Cutaneous side effects are greatest with benzoyl peroxide (5% gel) alone in the early weeks of treatment: application may produce Erythema, peeling, stinging, dryness, burning, itching and possibly edema.  HAIR CHANGES: Benzoyl peroxide is an oxidizing agent and may cause bleaching of hair, beards, and moustaches.  SEBORRHEA: Benzoyl peroxide topically induces an increase in sebum excretion rate in the second month of treatment.

Drug Interactions 1
The FDA has some concerns that benzoyl peroxide products not be applied at the same time as products containing sunscreens and tretinoins.  Combining benzoyl peroxide with a macrolide antibiotic (erythromycin, clindamycin) in a topical product is more efficacious than either of the agents alone.

Dosage and Administration 1
This product should be applied once or twice daily.  It is typically recommended to start with once a day for the first few days and then increase to twice daily if the skin tolerates.  Control amount of drying or peeling by modifying dose frequency or concentration.

Cost Comparison18 (at commonly used dosages)

The AWP per pad is $1.86.  No other benzoyl peroxide pads were listed in AmeriSource Bergen Online Catalog.

Conclusion

This is a new dosage form for benzoyl peroxide and is currently the only benzoyl peroxide medicated pad available.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Triaz receive open access status.
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