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Drug Monograph
	Drug/Drug Class:
	Fosamax (Alendronate) Oral Solution / Bisphosphonate Agent    NEW DOSE FORM

	
	

	Prepared for:
	Missouri Medicaid

	Prepared by:
	Heritage Information Systems, Inc.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New Criteria


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revision of Existing Criteria

Executive Summary 

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this monograph is to provide a review of new therapy to determine whether the reviewed drug should be made available on an open access basis to prescribers, require a clinical edit or require prior authorization for use. 

	
	

	Dosage Forms:
	Each 75 mL bottle of the oral solution contains 91.35 mg of alendronate monosodium salt trihydrate, which is the molar equivalent to 70 mg of free acid. Each bottle also contains the following inactive ingredients:

sodium citrate dihydrate and citric acid anhydrous as buffering agents, sodium saccharin, artificial raspberry flavor, and purified water. Added as preservatives are sodium propylparaben 0.0225% and sodium butylparaben 0.0075%.

	
	

	Manufacturer:
	Merck & Co., Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889

	
	

	Indications:
	Treatment and prevention of osteoporosis in postmenopausal womentreatment to increase bone mass in men with osteoporosis, treatment of glucocorticoid-induced osteoporosis in men and women receiving glucocorticoids in a daily dosage equivalent to 7.5 mg or greater of prednisone and who have low bone mineral density, and treatment of Paget’s disease of bone in men and women.

	
	

	Costs:
	Each 75 mL bottle of Fosamax 70 mg is $21.0795 AWP (According to First Data Bank).

	
	

	Summary of Findings:
	The Division recommends Open Access status for this product. 

	
	

	Status Recommendation:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prior Authorization (PA) Required

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clinical Edit
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Open Access

	
	
	

	Type of Criteria:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increased Risk of ADE
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-Preferred Agent

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Appropriate Indications
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PA Not Required

	

	Prepared By: Mark M. Roaseau, BS Pharmacy, MD

Date: May 24, 2004
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