[image: image1.jpg]



2

Drug Monograph

	Drug/Drug Class:
	Witepsol( (hydrogenated vegetable oil base) / Suppository Base 
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Executive Summary 

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this monograph is to provide a review of new therapy to determine whether the reviewed drug should be made available on an open access basis, apply clinical edit or require prior authorization for use. 

	
	

	
	

	Dosage Forms & Manufacturer:
	Suppository Compounding Base

Supplier: Farma International, P.O. Box 141654 - Coral Gables, Florida 33114-1654

	
	

	
	

	Summary of Findings:
	Witepsol® bases solidify rapidly in the mold and lubrication isn't necessary as the suppositories contract nicely. There are several Witepsol( bases available and high melting point Witepsol( bases can be mixed with low melting point Witepsol( bases to provide a wide range of possible melting ranges, i.e., 34-44 C. Since the Witepsol( bases contain emulsifiers, they will absorb limited quantities of water.

	
	

	
	

	Status Recommendation:
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Purpose

The purpose of this monograph is to provide a review of new therapy to determine whether the reviewed drug should be made available on an open access basis, apply clinical edit or require prior authorization for use.   While prescription expenditures are increasing at double-digit rates, payors are evaluating ways to control these costs by influencing prescriber behavior and guiding appropriate medication usage. This review will assist in the achievement of qualitative and economic goals related to health care resource utilization. Restricting the use of certain medications can reduce costs by requiring documentation of appropriate indications for use, and where appropriate, encourage the use of less expensive agents within a drug class.

Introduction

Non-industrial pharmacists occasionally are called upon to compound a prescription that is not commercially available.  In compounding suppositories various bases are available.  Newer bases, such as Witepsol(, have replaced cocoa butter.  Witepsol( is a hydrogenated vegetable oil base. 

Dosage Form(s)

Base for compounding suppositories

Manufacturer

Supplier: Farma International, P.O. Box 141654 - Coral Gables, Florida 33114-1654
Indication(s)

Used as a base when compounding suppositories.

Clinical Efficacy (mechanism of action/pharmacology, comparative efficacy)
Witepsol® bases solidify rapidly in the mold and lubrication isn't necessary as the suppositories contract nicely. High melting point Witepsol( bases can be mixed with low melting point Witepsol( bases to provide a wide range of possible melting ranges, i.e., 34-44 C. Since the Witepsol( bases contain emulsifiers, they will absorb limited quantities of water.

Adverse Effects

None listed.

Drug Interactions

None listed.

Dosage and Administration

Used as a base in compounding suppositories.

Cost Comparison (at commonly used dosages)

$59.20/2.5Kg 

Conclusion

Witepsol® bases solidify rapidly in the mold and lubrication isn't necessary as the suppositories contract nicely. There are several Witepsol( bases available and high melting point Witepsol( bases can be mixed with low melting point Witepsol(bases to provide a wide range of possible melting ranges, i.e., 34-44 C. Since the Witepsol( bases contain emulsifiers, they will absorb limited quantities of water.

Recommendation(s)

It is recommended that Witepsol( be open access.
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