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Drug Monograph

	Drug/Drug Class:
	Lastacaft (Alcaftadine) Ophthalmic Drops / Antihistamine Agent

	
	

	Prepared for:
	MO HealthNet

	Prepared by:
	ACS - Heritage Information Systems, Inc.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New Criteria


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revision of Existing Criteria

Executive Summary 

	Purpose:
	The purpose of this monograph is to provide a review of new therapy to determine whether the reviewed drug should be made available on an open access basis to prescribers, require a clinical edit or require prior authorization for use. 

	
	

	Dosage Forms & Manufacturer:
	Each mL of Lastacaft Ophthalmic Drops contains 0.25% Alcaftadine.
Allergan, Inc., Irvine, CA 92612

	
	

	Summary of Findings:
	Lastacaft ophthalmic solution is an H1 histamine receptor antagonist that has demonstrated efficacy for the prevention of itching associated with allergic conjunctivitis.  Numerous ophthalmic products are available for the treatment of this condition, but comparative studies with Lastacaft are not available and will be needed to better determine its place in therapy.

	
	

	Status Recommendation:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prior Authorization (PA) Required

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clinical Edit
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Open Access

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PDL Product

	
	
	

	Type of PA Criteria:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increased Risk of ADE

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dose Optimization
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Preferred Agent
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Under Solicitation


Purpose

The purpose of this monograph is to provide a review of new therapy to determine whether the reviewed drug should be considered a prior authorization drug, a clinical edit drug or an open access drug. While prescription expenditures are increasing at double-digit rates, payors are evaluating ways to control these costs by influencing prescriber behavior and guide appropriate medication usage. This review will assist in the achievement of qualitative and economic goals related to health care resource utilization. Restricting the use of certain medications can reduce costs by requiring documentation of appropriate indications for use, and where appropriate, encourage the use of less expensive agents within a drug class.

Introduction
Allergic conjunctivitis is usually part of a larger allergic syndrome (e.g., hayfever), but may also occur through direct contact with airborne allergens. 
Dosage Form(s) 
Each mL of Lastacaft Ophthalmic Solution contains 0.25% Alcaftadine.
Manufacturer
Allergan, Inc., Irvine, CA 92612
Indication(s) 1
 Lastacaft ophthalmic solution is indicated for the prevention of itching associated with allergic conjunctivitis.
Clinical Efficacy (mechanism of action/pharmacology, comparative efficacy)1
Lastacaft is an H1 histamine receptor antagonist that inhibits the release of histamine from mast cells. Decreased chemotaxis and inhibition of eosinophil activation have also been demonstrated.
	
	LASTACAFT

	Protein binding
	39.2%
62.7% (carboxylic acid metabolite)

	Volume of distribution
	---

	Metabolism
	Via non-CYP450 cytosolic enzymes to active carboxylic acid metabolite.

	Excretion
	Urine

	Half-life
	2 hours (carboxylic acid metabolite)


Clinical efficacy was evaluated in conjunctival allergen challenge (CAC) studies. Lastacaft ophthalmic solution was more effective than its vehicle in preventing ocular itching in patients with allergic conjunctivitis induced by an ocular allergen challenge, both at 3 minutes postdose and at 16 hours postdose with Lastacaft ophthalmic solution. Clinical comparisons between Lastacaft ophthalmic solution and other ophthalmic antihistamine agents used for allergic conjunctivitis are not available.
Contraindications1
· None
Warnings and Precautions1
· Do not touch dropper tip to any surface and keep bottle tightly closed to minimize contamination.
· Should not be used to treat contact lens-related irritation.

· Remove contact lenses prior to instillation. 
Adverse Effects1
Most common, < 4% 

· Burning and/or stinging upon instillation

· Eye irritation

· Eye pruritus

· Eye redness
Drug Interactions1
· None noted.
Dosage and Administration1
USUAL DOSE Instill one drop in each eye once daily.
Costs (at commonly used dosages)

COST (WAC)*

	GENERIC NAME
	BRAND NAME
	STRENGTH
	COST / BOTTLE

	Alcaftadine
	Lastacaft
	0.25% 3 mL bottle
	$  88.00

	Azelastine
	Optivar
	0.05% 6 mL bottle
	$105.83

	Azelastine
	Azelastine
	0.05% 6 mL bottle
	$ 77.00

	Emedastine
	Emadine
	0.05% 5 mL bottle
	$ 68.15

	Epinastine
	Elestat
	0.05% 5 mL bottle
	$ 99.39

	Ketotifen
	Zaditor
	0.025% 5 mL bottle
	$   9.75

	Olopatadine
	Patanol
	0.1% 5 mL drop-tainer
	$106.30

	Olopatadine
	Pataday
	0.2% 2.5 mL drop-tainer
	$102.50


*Wholesale Acquisition Cost (WAC)
Conclusion

Lastacaft ophthalmic solution is an H1 histamine receptor antagonist that has demonstrated efficacy for the prevention of itching associated with allergic conjunctivitis.  Numerous ophthalmic products are available for the treatment of this condition, but comparative studies with Lastacaft are not available and will be needed to better determine its place in therapy.
Recommendation

This drug is being reviewed for inclusion in the state specific Preferred Drug List.  It is currently under solicitation.
 References
1. Product Information: Lastacaft™, alcaftadine ophthalmic solution 0.25%. Vistakon Pharmaceuticals LLC, Jacksonville, FL, 05/2010.
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